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professors of all creeds, and attempted to  introduce a new
religion, the symbol of which was, " There is no God but God,
and Akbar is his Khalif.   .The thousandth year since the flight
of Mohammed was at hand, and there was a current saying
that such was the destined duration of his creed.    His object
seems to have been to amalgamate, if possible, into one faith,
the polytheism of the Hindus and the unitarianism of their
conquerors.     Akbar    was    timid,    and    talked    instead    of
acting;   and the attempt might have been followed out by his
great-grandson, Dara, a competitor for the empire, and  the
author of a work upon the subject, if he had not been put
to death by his brother Aurungzeb, whose long reign   was
protracted into his ninety-fourth year.    His   character was
a complete contrast to that of his predecessors, for he lived
an austere self-denying life, like a fakir, and was so bigoted,
that he desecrated a pagoda by killing within its enclosure a
cow,  destroyed that   of Krishna   in  Mattara,  his   reputed
home, and erected at Benares  a magnificent  mosque  on a
conspicuous  eminence,  to  domineer  over  the  idols of that
metropolis-of Brahminism.   For him was reserved the conquest
of the peninsula; but the glory of the house of Tamerlane was
short-lived, for it expired with him; and the empire, which he
had completed, fell to pieces tinder a rapid succession of in-
capable and unfortunate princes.    The first blow came from
without, from the  temporary  occupation  of Delhi, first, by
the pillaging Nadir Shar, and, after his death, by the Afghans.
Then the Mahrattas, Rohillas, and  other subject tribes, re-
belled, and at length the Great Moghul became a prisoner in
his palace, while the governing chief derived authority from
his name.    The battle of Assaye, which first made known to
fame the great Captain  of our age,  really transferred the
sceptre to the British merchants, who, till the" time of Olive,
had no other territorial possession than their three factories, and
procured for the representative of Akbar Jehangir and Shah
Jehan a kind and honourable treatment: but even his nominal
reign soon ceased, and the East-India Company now govern,
not in his name, but in their own as independent sovereigns,